
Tuberculosis (TB) is second only to HIV/AIDS as the
greatest killer worldwide due to a single infectious
agent.

In 2013, 9 million people fell ill with TB and 1.5 million
died from the disease

In 2013, an estimated 550 000 children became ill with
TB and 80 000 HIV-negative children died of TB.

TB is a leading killer of HIV-positive people causing 
one fourth of all HIV-related deaths.

Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by bacteria
(Mycobacterium tuberculosis) that most
often affect the lungs. Tuberculosis is
curable and preventable.

TB is spread from person to person
through the air. When people with lung
TB cough, sneeze or spit, they propel the
TB germs into the air. A person needs to
inhale only a few of these germs to
become infected.

About one-third of the world's 

population has latent TB, which 

means people have been infected by 

TB bacteria but are not (yet) ill with 

the disease and cannot transmit the 

disease. 

Tuberculosis mostly affects young adults, in 

their most productive years. However, all 

age groups are at risk. 

Tobacco use greatly increases the risk of TB 

disease and death. More than 20% of TB 

cases worldwide are attributable to smoking.

Common symptoms of active lung TB are 

cough with sputum and blood at times, chest 

pains, weakness, weight loss, fever and night 

sweats. 

TB is a treatable and curable disease. 

Active, drug-sensitive TB disease is treated 

with a standard six-month course of four 

antimicrobial drugs that are provided with 

information, supervision and support to the 

patient by a health worker or trained 

volunteer.


